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The PathTech LISTEN team administered a pilot in-
dustry survey to fifteen (15) industry professionals 
who participated in the 2018 High Impact Technology 
Exchange Conference in Miami, Florida. Industry 
Sectors represented were Technology & Nanotech-
nology, Energy (2), Manufacturing (Precision Manft, 
Laser Manft, Advanced Manft), Machine Design, Ed-
ucation, Advanced Materials, Aerospace / Engineer-
ing, Laser & Electro-Optics, Nuclear, Cross-Industry 
and Defense. 

These industry professionals indicated the need for 
the following technical skills in new hires:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The participants indicated the need for the following 
“soft” skills in new hires:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants encouraged the following educational 
paths for their employees: Take courses at the com-
munity college (93%), Earn certificates (60%), Earn 
AA/AS degrees (47%), Comments: expect employ-
ees to already have AS degrees. 

Of the group surveyed, 73% of participants hired 
from two-year technical programs, and 27% said they 
did not. They said they mainly hired from these pro-
grams: data science, analytics, cyber, MTT, CNC, 
mechatronics (2), MTMS, EE, CS, laser tech, ma-
chine tech, drafting, mechanical, electrical, nuclear 
engineering tech, senior technician. They also said 
they hire from these Disciplines: engineering, IT, ap-
plied math, computer science, maintenance, tool & 
die, engineering tech (2), chemistry, material tech, 
technicians. 

Participants hired new employees using the following 
channels:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the industry professionals were asked if they 
have hired a student from a two-year technical pro-
gram in the last year, 53% responded YES and 47% 
responded NO. 

This pilot survey, the results, and stakeholder feed-
back at the HITEC conference will be used to devel-

op industry outreach initiatives to facilitate connec-

tions between technician programs and employers.  
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