
	

PathTech LISTEN Update
ET Forum – Fall 2020



	
PathTech Targeted Research

PathTech LISTEN: Mixed Methods Longitudinal Investigations of Students in 
Technician EducatioN (#1801163)

Three longitudinal follow-up interviews and survey with PathTech LIFE respondents from a variety of 
backgrounds. 

Wave 1 - 96 interviews in 2019 on background, college experiences, and current status

Wave 2 - 81 interviews in 2020 to date are devoted to the COVID crisis and follow-up

Wave 3 interviews in 2021 will focus on goals and aspirations

Wave 3 survey on educational and employment status will serve as a pilot survey for future research.



	

PathTech LISTEN Timeline



	

Wave 1 Findings From ATE Impacts 2020-21



	Notes from Wave 2 (2020) Interviews (n=82)

Participants still in their technician education field of study:

• 82% of participants were still in their field of study

• 69% were working in their field of study

• 11% earned a promotion at their company

• 23% worked at a new company

• 60% were in a full-time job related to their field

• 35% were enrolled in a two-year or four-year IHE (25% working while enrolled)

• 6% were unemployed and looking for a job in their field



	Notes from Wave 2 (2020) Interviews

Personal and professional impact of COVID-19:

• 4 participants had COVID-19 (5%)

• 48% of participants knew a family member, friend, or co-worker who had COVID-19

• 13% of participants lost their job during COVID-19 crisis including 9% of those in the 
field. 

• Among participants with a full-time job related to their field:

• 65% work on-site, 8% work remote, and 27% alternate in order to social 
distance at work

• 90% were deemed essential workers



	Wave 2 Emerging Themes

• Maintaining Status Quo

• Stories of Perseverance

• Pathways Derailed

• Discovery of New Interests

• Work-Life Collision


